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• Perspective

• Objective of reviews 

• Scope of literature 
searches

• Research question 

• Type of data 

• Type of design

• Degree of acceptance of 
potential bias 

• Time and resource 
constraints

• Inclusion of other 
published systematic 
reviews on the topic

Selection 
of type of 
reviews 
depends 
upon:

Do you want to gather all the 
evidence on a particular research 

topic?
Yes No

Do you have 3 or more people to work on 
the review?

Yes

No Narrative 
review

Do you have 12–18 months to complete a 
review?

More intensive 
reviews usually 
require a multi-
person team for 
unbiased article 

screeningNo

Yes

Rapid review

Do you have a broad topic or multiple 
research questions?YesScoping 

review No
Do you want to review other 

published systematic 
reviews on your topic?

Yes

Umbrella 
review

No

Do you have a well-
formulated research 

question?
Yes

No

Systematic 
review

Will you use 
statistical methods 

to objectively 
evaluate, 

synthesize, and 
summarize results?

Systematic reviews are conducted in an unbiased, reproducible way to 
provide evidence for practice and policy-making and to identify gaps in 

research. They require a well-formulated research question.

YesMeta-analysis

A meta-analysis will 
not be needed

No


